
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1088 December 4, 2020 
our work in Congress be guided by his legacy 
of pursuing freedom and justice for all people. 
That work can begin by sending the Emmet 
Till Anti-lynching Act to the President’s desk, 
an act that would require action by our col-
leagues in the Senate. That would be a clear 
demonstration that Congress has begun to 
value the Black lives, including Fred Hamp-
ton’s, Emmett Till’s, Ahmaud Arbery’s, and the 
countless others whose lives have been sys-
temically devalued for far too long. 
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HONORING STATE SENATOR TOM 
CASPERSON 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, yesterday, 
my colleagues, Representatives JACK 
BERGMAN and TOM TIFFANY, paid tribute on the 
House floor to former state senator and serv-
ant leader for Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Mr. 
Tom Casperson. Today, I rise to do the same. 
On November 29, Tom lost his battle with can-
cer, but throughout his life, he embodied many 
of the traits that our great state—and particu-
larly our Upper Peninsula—is known for: hard 
work, fierce independence, and an undying 
devotion to the people of his community. 

Born in Escanaba, Tom worked for his fam-
ily’s log trucking business for more than three 
decades, rising through the ranks from trucker 
to owner. He could have continued at the 
helm of his family’s successful company. How-
ever, after a fatal accident involving a log- 
truck-industry colleague took the life of a 
young woman and her baby, Tom resolved to 
help implement safety measures for the indus-
try so the tragedy would never repeat itself. 
When he realized that his best chance at mak-
ing a difference was through the political proc-
ess, he decided to run for office. 

In 2002, Tom was elected to the Michigan 
House of Representatives. Just eight months 
after being sworn in, Tom made good on his 
first legislative priority when he passed legisla-
tion to require new safety measures in the log- 
trucking industry. This first public act he au-
thored was followed by an incredible 117 addi-
tional bills passed into law during the 14 years 
that Tom served the Upper Peninsula—six 
years as the State Representative and eight 
years as State Senator. 

Tom was a tenacious advocate for the 
Upper Peninsula and, in the days since his 
passing, tributes to his life have poured in 
from public officials on both sides of the aisle 
and across Michigan. On Wednesday, Gov-
ernor Whitmer lowered our state’s flags on the 
day of his funeral in his honor. In so many 
statements remembering his life, what shines 
through is his passion for doing the people’s 
work and setting an example for future gen-
erations of public servants. 

Tom’s passing is felt particularly by my team 
because his son-in-law, Chan, is a Wounded 
Warrior Fellow in my office. Chan and his wife, 
Ashley, have shared with us what a wonderful 
and loving grandfather Tom was to their three 
children, especially how meaningful it was 
when Tom traveled the world to visit his 
grandchildren while Chan was stationed 
abroad with the U.S. Navy. I know that they 
will deeply miss their lengthy and substantive 

political conversations that were always civil 
and informative. 

At a time when consensus seems elusive, 
Tom was an example of what we can accom-
plish when we work together and find common 
ground. Today, I’m thinking of Tom’s wife, 
Diane, of Chan and Ashley, Ashley’s three sib-
lings, and Tom’s grandchildren. I hope it 
serves as a comfort for them to know that he 
left a profound mark on those who knew him, 
loved him, and served with him. 
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Friday, December 4, 2020 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in remembering the life and legacy of Wal-
ter K. Robinson, Sr., a District of Columbia 
resident for over 50 years and a Documented 
Original Tuskegee Airman. Mr. Robinson died 
on November 23, 2020, his 100th birthday. Mr. 
Robinson will be remembered by his family, 
friends and the East Coast Chapter of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, of which he was an active 
member. 

In 1941, while attending Howard University, 
Mr. Robinson volunteered for the Army Air 
Corps. He was sent to Camp Lee in Virginia, 
Keesler Field in Biloxi, Mississippi and finally 
to Tuskegee Army Air Base in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama. He began training at Tuskegee Institute 
for Basic Ground School and, after three 
months, continued in Pre-Flight, Primary, 
Basic and Advanced Flight. During Primary 
Training, he had an accident, severing his 
Achilles tendon, and was hospitalized for al-
most a year, enduring six operations and ex-
tensive physical therapy. Yet, Mr. Robinson 
completed Primary, Lower, and Upper Basic 
Training, and while he was in Lower Ad-
vanced, World War II ended. After his honor-
able discharge from the military, Mr. Robinson 
and his wife, Edmonia, moved to D.C. in 1959. 
He soon joined the Postal Service and rose 
through the ranks to become the second Black 
Manager of Delivery and Collection for the 
District. 

I had the immense honor of hosting Mr. 
Robinson at my office in 2017, where I pre-
sented him with a bronze replica of the 
Tuskegee Airmen Congressional Gold Medal. 
Mr. Robinson is emblematic of the many D.C. 
residents who have heroically sacrificed so 
much for their country, even without their full 
citizenship rights. I am proud to have been 
able to honor his service. 

Tuskegee Airmen like Mr. Robinson did 
more than protect America from foreign en-
emies during World War II; they saved Amer-
ica from itself, defying the gross misconcep-
tion that African Americans were not capable 
of flying and fighting as equal 
servicemembers. The accomplishments of 
these brave servicemembers helped pave the 
way for President Harry Truman’s decision to 
integrate the military in 1948. Their service to 
this country and as history-shapers was recog-
nized in 2007 when 300 members of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, including Mr. Robinson, re-
ceived the Congressional Gold Medal. 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in remembering the life and legacy of Wal-
ter K. Miller, Sr. 

IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN (RETIRED) 
WILLIAM EISENHART 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 4, 2020 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Captain (Retired) Wil-
liam Eisenhart of Altoona, Pennsylvania, who 
courageously served our nation in the U.S. 
Army. 

During his fifteen-year military career, Cap-
tain Eisenhart served with distinction. While he 
was stationed in Vietnam from November 
1967 to October 1968, Captain Eisenhart 
served as a Senior Advisor to forces in Tan 
Thanh Dong Province. In this role, he moved 
his advisory team into a dilapidated fortress lo-
cated on strategic territory. Captain Eisenhart 
and his team are credited with making several 
critical improvements to the fortress that 
helped the United States forces, including the 
installation of a helipad that allowed the Army 
to facilitate medical evacuations in Thanh 
Dong Province. Holding this outpost was a 
challenge. On June 6, 1968, Captain 
Eisenhart was instrumental in repelling a su-
perior enemy force when he fired a machine 
gun into the center of the enemy’s line of at-
tack, which allowed U.S. forces to effectively 
build up a defensive operation. 

The fortress that Captain Eisenhart de-
fended was a critical outpost in the Phu Hoa 
District for deterring enemy movement. For 
this extraordinary accomplishment, he was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal with a ‘‘V’’ de-
vice and one Oak Leaf Cluster. In recognition 
of his service, Captain Eisenhart also was 
awarded the Army Good Conduct Medal, the 
Vietnam Service Medal with One Silver Serv-
ice Star, and a Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tion with one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster. 

With his incredible legacy of selfless serv-
ice, Captain (Retired) William Eisenhart exem-
plifies our American values. He is an out-
standing American and Pennsylvanian, and it 
is my privilege to recognize his many achieve-
ments. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I thank Captain (Retired) 
Eisenhart for his dedication to our nation, our 
Commonwealth, and our community. 
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BIG CAT PUBLIC SAFETY ACT 
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OF KANSAS 
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Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, the House is 
set to vote on the Big Cat Public Safety Act. 
Sadly, my Democratic colleagues are pushing 
legislation inspired by a reality show feud in-
stead of focusing on the harsh realities that 
real life families are facing because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Madam Speaker, this bill does more harm 
than good for the very animals it seeks to pro-
tect. My district is home to Tanganyika Wildlife 
Park in Goddard, Kansas. It’s owner, Jim 
Fouts, founded this park in 2008 to conserve 
endangered tiger species and educate visitors 
through interactive experiences. 

Through its current operation, Tanganyika 
Wildlife Park has become one of the top big 
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